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wealth, and there are to-day at least two Catholic Do-
minions' Prime Ministers, and many leaders in the
different State Parliaments.
The non-Catholic will immediately wonder how far
that influence is dictated by Rome. This is a point that
should be dealt with more fully elsewhere, but as far as I
can find out in visiting the British Dominions, leaving
aside all questions of faith and morals, the influence of
English Catholicism is becoming far greater than that of
Irish Catholicism, as regards political questions and
general democratic problems.
The political influence of Rome has never been very
strong in the Empire, and is less likely to become so as
long as the Vatican takes up an attitude in support of
Italian ambitions. It is perfectly easy for a British-born
Catholic to distinguish between the two things, the
religious influence of Rome and the political influence of
Rome.
I have referred to this point in the chapter on New
Zealand, because in all matters connected with keeping
the British Empire together, New Zealand, small as she
is, has always taken the lead as regards willingness to
follow what Great Britain advises; and the fact that
Catholicism is becoming more alive and more in touch
with the present political development in New Zealand
than anywhere else has led me to dream of what influence
for good the Catholic Church might have in the develop-
ment of our Empire, if it were properly recognised by the
powers that be and also by Catholics themselves.
It could be an influence to strengthen democracy, as is
clearly shown, in Australia and New Zealand, by the
indignation felt at the development of Naziism and